PRAGMATISM

prolonged pragmatic tests do not exclude the possi-
bility of an ultimate error in the idea, there is no
difficulty about admitting this. The pragmatic
test yields practical, and not ' absolute/ certainty.
The existence of absolute certainty is denied, and
the demand for it, in a world which contains only
the practical sort, merely plays into the hands of
scepticism. The uncertainty of all our verificatory
processes, however, is not the creation of the
pragmatist, nor is he a god to abolish it. Abstractly,
there is always a doubt about what transcends our
immediate experience, and this is why it is so
healthy to have to repudiate so many theoretic
doubts in every act we do. For beliefs have to be
acted on, and the results of the action rightly react
on the beliefs. The pragmatic test is practically
adequate, and is the only one available. That it
brings out the risk of action only brings out its
superiority to a theory which cannot get started at
all until it is supplied with absolute certainty, and
meantime can only idly rail at all existing human
truths.

We have in all this consistently referred the truth
of ideas to individual experiences for verification.
This evidently makes all truths in some sense
dependent upon the personality of those who assert
and accept them. Intellectualist logic, on the
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